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If you plant trees on the south- 
west and west sides of your  
home, they can block the sun and 

dramatically reduce the heat in your 
house. The Department of Energy 
estimates that just three trees posi-
tioned correctly around a house can 

Plant the Right Tree in 
the Right Place

Shrubs 
(Height: 4’ – 10’) 
Arrowwood, Azalea, Burning 
Bush, Bush Honeysuckle, 
Caragana, Chokecherry, 
Cotoneaster, Cranberry Bush
Currant, Dogwood, Hydrangea, 
Juneberry, Lilac, Ninebark, 
Potennilla, Sumac

Small Trees
(Height: 10’ – 15’)
Amur Maple, Flowering 
Crabapple, Flowering Dogwood
Hawthorn, Eastern Red Cedar, 
Russian Olive, Canada Cherry, 
Ironwood, Mountain Ash, 
Nanking Cherry

Medium Trees
(25’ – 40’)
Ash, Marshall Seedless, Birch, 
Paper & River, Butternut, Honey 
Locust: Sunburst, Shademaster, 
Skyline, Littleleaf Linden, 
Norway Maple, Pear, Bradford

Large Trees
(40’ – 70’)
Basswood, Bur Oak, Pin Oak, 
Elm, Sugar Maple, Hackberry, 
Ginkgo, Black Walnut, Catalpa
Pines: Austrian, Red, Scotch, 
White, Spruce

cut the energy used for cooling by 
one-fourth. And in the winter, those 
same trees can cut your heating costs 
by 10-20 percent. But be aware that a 
tree on the south side of a house can 
actually increase heating costs in the 
winter because it casts shade.

Remember that trees and power lines 
don’t mix. If you plant any type of trees 
near power lines, make sure they’re 
small and will STAY small. Also don’t 
forget about underground power lines 
and other utilities when you’re planting. 
Call Iowa One-Call before you dig.

Call Before You Dig
It’s The Law!
In Iowa call:

1-800-292-8989
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